PART III

CHAPTER   TEN
POWER

AFTER the loth of August, 1792, Robespierre had
become unofficial Mayor of Paris; after the 2nd of June,
1793, he became the unofficial Ruler of France. What
was the nature and extent of his power? Was he a
dictator? Is Michelet right when he says concerning
him: "All the powers of government being concen-
trated in the hands of one man, that man found himself
absolute, dreaded, more than Louis XIV, more than
Bonaparte. At one time he ascends higher than the
throne, he is placed upon an altar"?

The Encyclopaedia Britannica defines a dictator as
being, in modern parlance, "a ruler having extra-
constitutional power". Larousse's definition is: "One
who unites in his own person all the powers of govern-
ment, whether attributed to him by law or usurped
by him". Neither definition fits Robespierre, hence
Michelet's sweeping and romantic statement likewise
must be discarded. Yet Robespierre's power was very
great, so great, in fact, that at times it appears dicta-
torial since it paralysed all opposition as effectively as
if it had been absolute.

He did not become a member of the reorganized
Committee of Public Safety until July 27, 1793, but
began shaping the policies of the government immedi-
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